meeting, held in Philadelphia, you did ine the honor to invite me to prepare and read before this association, an essay on some subject connected with the Theory or Practice of Dental Surgery, a,t its present meeting. In answer to this call I appear before you, and will endeavor to give you such reflections as I have, upon a subject intimately connected with the practice of dental surgery, and having, perhaps, a greater bearing upon its respectability, and the worth and talent to be employed in its future cultivation, than may at first sight be imagined. I have chosen for the subject of my reflections professional fees, and hope it "will pay" for the time and attention required. The word fee is properly used to express the compensation, reward, or acknowledgment of services of the more honorable kinds, in contradistinction to those which are merely laborious, and whose motive equivalent are alike expressed by the word wages. The usages of language make nice, but suggestive, distinctions, which will serve for useful hints in the matter in hand; thus we speak of the price of commodities, the wages of labor, the hire of servants, the salaries or stipends of governors, judges, settled clergymen and teachers, when their recompense is paid for fixed periods by previous stipulations, and limited by former contracts.
Mr. President and Gentlemen:?At your last annual meeting, held in Philadelphia, you did ine the honor to invite me to prepare and read before this association, an essay on some subject connected with the Theory or Practice of Dental Surgery, a,t its present meeting. In answer to this call I appear before you, and will endeavor to give you such reflections as I have, upon a subject intimately connected with the practice of dental surgery, and having, perhaps, a greater bearing upon its respectability, and the worth and talent to be employed in its future cultivation, than may at first sight be imagined. I have chosen for the subject of my reflections professional fees, and hope it "will pay" for the time and attention required. The word fee is properly used to express the compensation, reward, or acknowledgment of services of the more honorable kinds, in contradistinction to those which are merely laborious, and whose motive equivalent are alike expressed by the word wages. The usages of language make nice, but suggestive, distinctions, which will serve for useful hints in the matter in hand; thus we speak of the price of commodities, the wages of labor, the hire of servants, the salaries or stipends of governors, judges, settled clergymen and teachers, when their recompense is paid for fixed periods by previous stipulations, and limited by former con- 
